[Paraplegia after acute thoracic pain].
Severe neurological complications such as spinal cord ischemia and paraplegia can occur with acute aortic dissection in 3%. This report describes the case of a 67-year old patient with delayed onset of paraplegia 8 h after acute chest pain. Contrast enhanced computed tomography documented Stanford type B dissection confined to a short segment of the aorta. Furthermore, magnetic resonance imaging revealed intraspinal intraaxial hematoma of the myelon, which can explain the neurological complication. This case shows that even in the scenario of acute aortic dissection other mechanisms for paraplegia may be operational than dissection itself. Paraplegia in this case results from intramyelon bleeding preceding aortic dissection.